
 
 

  



         

  



 
!ÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ "ÉÏÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ɉÁÂÃɊ 

Agricultural Biodiversity and Climate Resilience  

Sixth Annual Meet, 14-17 December 2016 

Pastoral Centre, Mananthavadi, Wayanad, Kerala, India 

PROCEEDINGS  

 

www.agriculturalbiodiversitycommunity.org 

Supported by 

  

http://www.agriculturalbiodiversitycommunity.org/


         

  



Contents 

Sixth Annual Meet on Agricultural Biodiversity and Climate Resilience................................................... 1 

Working Groups ............................................................................................................................................................. 10 

Way Forward ................................................................................................................................................................... 17 

Knowledge Building Workshop on Farmers-led Agricultural Biodiversity Conservation for 

Climate Resilience  ........................................................................................................................................................ 19 

Annexure  

Accounting for natural capital .................................................................................................................. 33 

Sri Lanka and its Biodiversity how community can benefit and contribute ................ 36 

Custodians of the Land, Healers of the Earth ..................................................................................... 48 



         

 



                                                                                                                                                      abc 6th Annual Meet        1 

Background  

Agricultural Biodiversity Community (abc) was initiated as part of a joint Hivos and Oxfam Novib 

Knowledge Programme, Agrobiodiversity@knowledged, initiated in 2011. This Knowledge 

Programme aims to break through the barriers that limit the scaling up, institutional embedding and 

horizontal extension of practices that build on agricultural biodiversity for improved livelihoods and 

resilient food systems. The abc was constituted by diverse organisations and individuals working on 

agricultural biodiversity with millions of farmers worldwide, where evidence and insights are 

generated, shared and tested. The knowledge programme aims to synthesise knowledge from a local 

to a global scale, conduct research on approaches and analytical frameworks that provide new 

perspectives on agricultural biodiversity and its role in resilient socio-ecological food systems, and 

improve horizontal and vertical knowledge flows towards positive change and transformation. 

Á In the first meeting in 2011 held at Thika, Kenya established the state of knowledge around 

agricultural biodiversity. Identified knowledge gaps, common ground and support needed for 

the development of abc.  

Á In the second meeting in 2012 organised at Wongsanit Ashram, Thailand, strong foundations 

was laid by way of formulation of a shared vision and mission, identification of the five 

strategic themes for action and joint development of action plans to achieve goals of the 

community and created platform for communication.   

Á In the third meeting in 2013 organised in Madurai, India we have evolved tangible knowledge 

products relevant to abc and beyond and contributed to Farming Matters Magazine.  

Á The fourth meeting held at Boxtel, Netherlands in 2014 focused on creating momentum for 

change towards agricultural biodiversity at scale by strengthening abc to become a 

professional action-learning community. It worked towards advancing three themes namely 

resilience self-assessment, open source seed system, and influencing policy. Also, it focused 

on engaging with other stakeholders to identify blind spots, reflect and share experiences and 

perspectives.  

Á Again in Thika, Kenya abc organised its fifth meet in 2015, which focused on institutionalising 

abc and strengthening the member base.  

Sixth Annual Meet on Agricultural Biodiversity and Climate Resilience  

The sixth annual meet was organised in Wayanad, Kerala in India. Forty-seven participants including 

members of abc, representatives of farmers federations, practitioners attended the meet. Taking cues 

from the past meetings, the abc focused on the issues, challenges, opportunities and way forward in 

the context of climate resilience and agricultural biodiversity.    
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Figure 1: abc Members in the Opening Ceremony 

Goals of the sixth annual meet are as follows.  

1. Take on board the current and new members of abc and obtain their enthusiastic support for 

taking abc forward   

2. Facilitate exchange and learning on (local, national, regional and international) experiences 

and reflections on the theme of Agricultural Biodiversity and Climate Resilience  

3. Prepare an action plan for 2017   

4. Learn about interesting and insightful agricultural biodiversity initiatives in Western Ghats, 

Wayanad, Kerala, India  

The programme started with a field visit to three different organisations namely Community Agro-

biodiversity Centre, M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation, Wayanad Social Service Society, 

DǳǊǳƪǳƭŀ .ƻǘŀƴƛŎŀƭ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ /ƘŜǊǳǾŀȅŀƭ wŀƳŀƴΩǎ ŦŀǊƳ. During field visit, the members looked at 

the biodiversity initiative with the following framework.    

¶ Good and next practices observed in the field and its relevance to agricultural biodiversity 

and climate resilience. 

¶ Learning drawn out of field visit and potential activities that emerge as takeaway for 

integration and adaptation.   

¶ Challenges for scaling up, replication and mainstreaming observed practices   

A knowledge building workshop was organised on the fourth day of the meet, which focused on 

learning lessons for future practice from farmers-led agricultural bio-diversity conservation initiative 

in the context of climate resilience. In this workshop, anchors of the organisations visited, 

representatives from farmers federations of other parts of the country, practitioners working with the 

farmers at the grassroots level attended and reflected on the theme.  
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Members of abc, who visited the bio-diversity conservation initiatives on the first day presented their 

observations, elucidated their learning, takeaways from the experience and how are they going to 

integrate them in their work or the overall strategy of their organisations.  

abc members vi siting Biodiversity Conservation Initiatives in Wayanad, Kerala, India  

  
Gurukula Botanical Sanctuary Cheruvayal Raman ς Custodian of Paddy Varieties 

 

  
M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation  Wayanad Social Service Society  

  

  
Thanal ς Paddy Biodiversity Block Wayanad Social Service Society 

 

  


